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Maybole Community Council
	By Pass Committee

	
	Date of Meeting:  

30th March March 2011
	Venue:       

Town Hall, Maybole
	Page 1 of 2

	
	Minute prepared by:
	Sederunt: 
	Apologies:



	
	Roy Birnie

Secretary, By Pass Committee
	Peter Mason,,Chair (PM)

Roy Birnie (RB)
Peter Lynn (PL)

Helen Whitefield (HW)
Bill McCubbin (BMcC)

Gavin Hamilton (GH)


	William Grant (WG)
Robert Paterson (RP)

Linda Cuthbert (LC)

Stuart Johnston (SJ)

Pamela Stennet (PS)


	Mark Fletcher (MF)
Alan Murray (AM)





	Item
	Description
	Action By

	
	
	

	1.0
	Sederunt and Apologies
PM opened meeting and welcomed new members Robert Paterson, Linda Cuthbert, Stuart Johnston and Pamela Stennet.

Apologies received from Mark Fletcher and Alan Murray
	

	

	2.0
	Minutes of Previous Meeting
	

	2.1
	Accuracy: Meeting of March 21st concerned exclusively with final arrangements for event on Saturday 29th March. 
	

	2.2
	Approval: Proposed WG, seconded BMcC
	

	2.3
	Matters Arising: None
	

	

	3.0
	Review of Event and Further Action
	

	

	3.1, 3.2
	General Comments Observations, What went well, what could have been improved
· Agreement that event had gone well and had served purpose well re highlighting issue and securing support and commitment of prospective MSPs from parties present

· Some disappointment expressed regarding low turnout of members of public. Some speculative discussion regarding reasons for this including:

· Reported that some members of public had said that they knew nothing about event. Agreed that event had been well publicised – West Sound, local press (items in press in each of  3 weeks prior to event), posters, contact with local schools asking for help with publicity

· apathy, complacency, resignation to feeling that public have no real influence on such matters. 

· Suggestions discussed re beefing up campaign and pressing case more vigorously:
· more information on notice board outside town hall and elsewhere in town

· ensure that web site is kept up to date

· investigate/visit other places where bypass already in place or that are ahead of Maybole on priority list for a bypass eg Cumnock, Dalry

· use Facebook, Twitter etc to publicise/promote/seek support

· enlisting support beyond local community – businesses etc
	

	3.3
	Feedback from individuals  and other information further to event
Information received from (copies of this information forwarded to members prior to meeting; RB will forward to new members):

i. Carrie McKnight: range of comments and suggestions re thoughts on campaign. Also suggested that letter should be sent to Earl of Carrick – draft letter included
ii.  Alan Murray: note of points raised at event 
iii. e-mail from Richard Leonard informing of his support and his commitment to writing to new Transport Minister and Finance Secretary, should he be elected, urging them to use a fraction of the seven hundred million pound Forth crossing saving on Maybole bypass 
	

	

	3.4
	Future Action
	

	
	Wide ranging discussion related to next steps. PM and others outlined the numerous actions that had been taken over many years to promote the case for a bypass including letters and meetings with numerous officials, local and national. Agreed that the key activity would be to strongly lobby the new Transport Minister  and to work closely with new MSPs and local members and officials. The following were identified as the key actions for future weeks/months: 

	

	
	1. letter to Earl of Carrick
	RB,PM

	
	2. letters to businesses and other groups seeking expressions of support; PM to identify groups and addresses; RB to draft letter
	PM, RB

	
	3. PM to contact SAC, Transport Scotland inviting them to attend future meeting of Bypass committee to provide information for members of the committee related to issues eg pollution monitoring, legislation related to road and pavement width etc, resolution of conflict between needs of the people of Maybole and Transport Scotland given the relentless erosion of the quality of life caused by the ever increasing and changing nature of traffic on the High Street
	PM

	
	4. E-mail to prospective candidates asking them to extend their own support for bypass by contacting MSPs in their party to inform them and secure their support
	RB

	
	5. Web Site: PL to contact Brian Robertson re maintenance of web site
	PL

	
	6. Set up Facebook and Twitter to further campaign; GH to investigate
	GH

	
	7. SJ(?) suggested range of actions involving technology to further campaign to secure date. PS and SJ to produce image to push case for the tiny proportion of savings from Forth crossing needed for Maybole bypass 
	SJ/PS

	
	8. Banners to be displayed in a prominent place for public to see. Noted that the “Save the Doon” campaign very effective in this regard
	PM

	
	9. Local members to be invited to attend committee meetings. PM indicated that Brian Connolly is already a member of committee. Brian to be added to mailing list
	RB

	
	10. Utilise skills of people on street –  eg filming traffic incidents and uploading to U-Tube
	

	4.0
	AOCB

RP raised a number of issues related to proposed route for bypass and potential impact on nearby residents. PM clarified some of the issues raised and advised on how the plans could be accessed
	

	5.0
	Date of Next Meeting: to be advised
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