> From: Carrie McKnight <carriemcknight@btinternet.com>

> Date: 27 March 2011 22:37:28 BDT

> To: Petermckmason@aol.com, a.murray49@btinternet.com   

> helenwhitefield@ymail.com
> Subject: Bypass - some thoughts

>

> Hi there,

>

> Thanks for arranging the meeting on Saturday at the Town Hall. I wish 

> I had been able to attend the whole thing. Just wanted to share some 

> thoughts with you:

>

> Re our case - at present the needs of the A77 are put before the needs 

> of the town. Can we address this directly? If Ame's (?) main 

> responsibility is to keep the road clear and traffic moving whose 

> responsibility is it to ensure the safety of pedestrians walking down 

> a high street to access basic amenities? There is a basic conflict of 

> interest and I wonder who has the power to ensure the interests are 

> balanced ( i.e ensure we get measures in place to manage the safety 

> until we get a bypass - 20 mph speed limit, 2nd set of pedestrian 

> lights at Town Hall etc should these things be put in place the 

> freight companies would surely take more of an interest because their 

> interests would be affected by slower travel times through the town).

>

> Re raising awareness - it would be fantastic if Culzean would get on 

> board our case. Maybole is their address after all. Imagine posters 

> for the bypass in their shops or a banner over the great bridge.

>

> Have we approached the Chamber of Commerce in Ayr? It represents many 

> major bodies locally not just in the private sector. Could we invite a 

> delegation and get them on board?

>

> I have attached a letter to someone of influence who is also the Earl 

> of Carrick... why not? I have tried to put in photos but not being 

> very I.T literate - not sure if they will come out well.

>

> Sorry can't be of more help. Would like to be involved more. Let me 

> know what you are planning and I will do what I can.

>

> Carrie

>

HRH Prince of Wales,

Clarence House,

Your Royal Highness,

We are writing to you as someone who is interested in preserving historic architecture, in the environment, sustainability and as a person of immense influence. Most of all we are writing to you in your capacity as Earl of Carrick.

We live in Maybole – the ancient capital of Carrick in South Ayrshire. Maybole is a town of 4,000 people with 3 primary schools. We are a plain community with a tradition of hard work. At a recent civic meeting a council executive commented that in some towns he visits people say “why aren’t you doing this for us?” in Maybole we say “give us the money so we can do it for ourselves!” Our high street and the heart of this community is the subject of this letter. We need a bypass.

Maybole’s high street – which is lined with a range of small independent shops, a Co-operative supermarket, two banks, two chemists, a library, post office, doctors, dentists, two cafes, a magnificent Town Hall and a 15th Century castle as well as private dwellings, is also a major freight route – the A77. This road carries thousands of heavy freight lorries from Stranraer port – (soon to be Cairn Ryan) to Glasgow and the rest of Scotland. 

The high street is medieval in scope – in some parts the pavements are only just wide enough to accommodate the wheels of a double buggy. When two people with buggys pass, one has to step onto the road. Pedestrians rub shoulders with the wheels of road ferries. They are literally inches away. It is frightening and dangerous. Everyone agrees. There have been numerous studies and campaigns over the years. The route for a bypass has been surveyed and agreed by the Scottish Executive. But we as a community have little influence and have not found a way to make our need a priority in terms of a commitment for the bypass to be funded.

Some people in the town are down hearted and think it will never happen. We on the Maybole Bypass Committee disagree and are working hard to bring it about. We now want to raise awareness of our plight beyond Ayrshire and Scotland. We need your help. There has never been a community in more need of a bypass; a 15th century castle in more need of protection from the environmental damage the wheels of the lorries are causing; a business community in more need of a safe, welcoming environment within which to prosper. Please see photos below.

Were you to show an interest in our cause it could make all the difference.

Many thanks for your time,
NOTE FROM BYPASS MEETING SATURDAY 26 MARCH 2011: Alan Murray
1. Health and Safety study.  Health and welfare of people who live and work in Maybole.

2. Build coalition local and national support including CBI, STUC, road hauliers, Stenna.

3. Consider parliamentary and extra parliamentary pressure.

4. Invite the new MSP to push a buggy up the High Street – arrange TV coverage.

5. Request for crossings for old people and children at top of the Glen (and at other areas such as the old Interpak).

6. We need to work together to influence those who have leavers of power – quote from Richard Leonard.

7. We must include the successful MSP (s) in the committee

8. Remember we do have all party support.  Write to each transport spokesman.  These are Labour-Charlie Gordon, SNP-Keith Brown (Transport Minister), Conservative-Jackson Carlow, Liberal-Thomas McInnes, Greens-Patrick Harvey (I think).

9. Peter Mason stated that we have asked Transport Scotland to put a counting strip at Carrick to measure traffic volumes now and after new opening at Cairnryan.  Have we had a response, who did we write to.

10. Labour party priorities are jobs and regeneration.  What are the priorities of other parties.

11. Develop argument that shows how a bypass for Maybole will enhance tourism, jobs and regeneration (and other party’s priorities).

12. Press new MSP to ask parliamentary question, for instance on the width of pavements.

13. Consider an incremental campaign plan.

14. Consider a monthly march.

15. Prepare an early invite for the new transport minister after May elections.  

16. Quote – It’s dangerous and frightening to walk down the street so people don’t do it.

17. Question raised – Is law being enforced in respect of lorries.

18. The moving of Stenna away from Stranraer will only lead to an increase in lorries and buses going through Maybole.
